
COWL
KNITT ING PATTERN

EATING THE WORLD



Cowl Knitting Pattern -
AI Eating the World

This pattern has used AI in the
development / refinement of the
idea of the theme “ Eating the world”
to constitute “AI platforms eating our
internet DNA”. 

A detailed explanation of the use of
AI is included at the end of this
pattern.

CONTACT

This pattern has been made available
on Ravelry and Reddit. For queries
email: voxpopuliknits@gmail.com

Gauge

Gauge is not provided. Freedom is provided to knit freely
and intuitively, letting the yarn and your hands guide the
way. If you are a tight or loose knitter, this should be taken
into consideration.

Size

MC: main colour

USE OF ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE (AI)

BACKGROUND 

Hello there. I am a JD student at the
University of Newcastle (Australia).
This pattern is part of my creative
assessment submission for LAWS
6087 - Internet Law. The theme of the
creative assessment chosen was “AI
eating the world”. 

Additional information on my
submission is included at the end of
this pattern.

PATTERN

This pattern is a colour work pattern,
working in the round. This would best
be suited to confident beginner. This
pattern includes:

Page 1 (this page):
Materials, written pattern

Page 2:
Colour work chart

Page 3:
AIbout the pattern

INSTRUCTIONS

MATERIALS

Yarn

8 ply merino yarn in 2 colours
This pattern uses Bendigo Woollen Mills Whisper 8 ply 200g
ball , 1 ball cherry, 1 ball strawberry cream. The yarn is 100%
Australian merino, using crepe technique providing a stitch
definition and elasticity

Needles and tools
3.5 mm and 4 mm circular knitting needles, 24 "/60 cm
cable

Yarnsub.com can provide substitution yarn
Your purchase of yarn grown from local wool/plants and
locally spun may support ethical farming, reduce carbon
footprints and provide investment to rural communities.

Yarn Alternatives

This pattern used Lantern Moon interchangeable knitting
needles

The completed width is xx cm by xx cm.

Abbreviations

Techniques

Long tail cast on
Ribbing (1 x 1 - 1 knit, 1 purl)
Judy’s stretch cast off (if this is new to you, I like the written
instructions and YouTube tutorial from Max + Herb)

Cast on
Cast on: Using the smaller needles, cast on 122 stitches of the MC using the long tail cast on and join the round. Place stitch
markers every 10 stitches
Row 1: Knit
Rows 2 to 7: Ribbing (1 x 1)
Row 8: Change to larger needles. Knit
Rows 9 to 49: Knit colour chart
Row 50: This is the last row of the colour chart. Complete one row of the MC
Rows 51 to 57: Change to the smaller needles. Complete 1 x 1 ribbing
Row 58: Knit

Stitch markers
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https://www.bendigowoollenmills.com.au/
https://www.bendigowoollenmills.com.au/whisper-8-ply
https://www.bendigowoollenmills.com.au/whisper-8-ply
https://yarnsub.com/yarns/bendigo_woollen_mills/whisper_8_ply
https://maxandherb.com/en-au/blogs/tutorials/how-to-work-jenys-surprisingly-stretchy-bind-off-in-any-stitch-pattern?srsltid=AfmBOoq5X8L8HQwowP9yLcmXDIvCQhQ5Rjfnl8dLhn4xCp7yPjwc_jFR




About

‘‘Eating the World’ inspired this creative authorship using my skill, labour and judgement.[i]
My knitted cowl depicts Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) as a python, consuming tech
companies and digital platforms (‘platforms’), embedded within a symbolic helix as our
internet DNA. 

The internet law issues engaged with include copyright subsistence and platform
governance. Platforms are woven into our participation in capitalist society, including work,
study, access to government services and access to the justice system.[ii] And our personal
expression.[iii] But we have limited rights and remedies, overseen by the platforms, when it
is used or misused for AI training, predictive marketing profiling or sold to third parties. As a
disruptive tool, we rely on the modalities of the internet for AI regulation.[iv] An enormous
task is ahead for law reform, the capability of the technology to affect and influence human
behaviour has not been seen on this scale.[v]

My key message is the entrenched system of oppression by platforms consumption and
influence shown through a feminist lens. The norms of activism can be challenged through
creative expression.[vi] As a symbol of undervalued and feminist labour, my knitted cowl 
created by interlocking threads nods to the control of voice, and utilising chains and
numerals for DNA indicating the permeance with the platforms icons scaled to highlight
their influence and control.[vii] My use of pink Australian merino yarn signals the legacy of
our white colonial power structures.[viii] 

Now in the age of the AI Empire, structures of oppression have been deepened.[ix]
Weaponisation of tech companies is being used to influence policy for their self-interest,
undermining democratic governance, legal structures and government services.[x] Without
debate, oversight of global platforms requires policy makers to examine the evolving
dynamics critically.[xi] Australia’s staged regulatory will likely fall within existing statutory
frameworks, and with no international coordination Australian is exposed to the unchecked
interests of global platforms.[xii]

The knitted colour work is tactile and symbolic. It promotes reflective discussion for online
fibre art communities (r/Knitting, Ravelry) that offer a place of legal, social and cultural
critique.[xiii]As a digital artefact, this submission may one day be consumed by AI, it’s
textures and meanings interpreted, repurposed, or archived. In this possibility lies both
vulnerability and quiet resistance.[xiv]

AI Acknowledgement: Microsoft Copilot was used to assist with this assessment, including
brainstorming the conceptual image, refining the structure of the written statement and creating
the last two sentences of this statement, StitchFiddle was used to draft and visualise the knitting
motifs. All substantive analysis, design decisions and final drafting are my own.
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